
"The UMA Easter Bazaar, now in its 26th year, 
has become a Cleveland tradition.  We sponsor workshops starting 
in mid-March with instruction on how to craft your own pysanky.”  
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A Sneak Peek at Proof Bar-BQ and Cocktails

 Another Addition to the Powerhouse on Professor
by Shawn Mishak
“…We’ve got a building here that we 
are packing a lot of power into, we’ve 
got a pizza place on the fi rst fl oor, we’ve 
got a book store on the second fl oor, and 
now you’ve got a barbeque place down 
here…” 

- Visible Voice owner and founder, Dave Ferrante
It was a blistery and snowy night in 
February when I was invited for a 
sneak peek/advance tasting for the latest 
addition to the building which used to 
be Komorowski Funeral Home before 
becoming the now, three-tier experience 
nestled on Professor Ave. in the heart 
of Tremont. Enter, Proof Bar-BQ and 
Cocktails: I was overwhelmed at the 
well-thought-out and fi nely-crafted menu, 
including brisket mac and cheese, double 
smoked Kansas City-style burnt ends, 
chicharrons, chips with both red and 
green salsas, barbeque sliders, baked 
beans, and tacos with three protein 
options to drool over (brisket, pork belly, 
or portabella). With all of these savory 
seductions, one might care to wash down 
a bite of brisket with a craft cocktail from 
Proof’s many experimental offerings, 
such as “Old Johnny Daly,” consisting of 
sweet tea, citrus vodka, and lemon juice, 
or perhaps “Just a Cup of Tea” tickles 
you fancy while titillating your taste buds 
with its concocted sweet vermouth, Earl 
grey syrup, bitters, and bourbon. If you 

are more of the oven-cooked agave ilk, 
your thirst can be rightfully quenched by 
the “Smoke Show” with the innovative 
mixture of mescal, sweet vermouth, 
Campari, and smoked simple syrup. 
Whatever your spirit and whatever 
ever your fl avor, Proof is putting in the 
elbow grease to offer you stellar food 
and drink options without one having 
to take out a second mortgage to enjoy 
their scrumptious cuisine paired with 
these crafty cocktails. By this I mean that 
they aim to be modestly priced fare for 
everyone from the average Tremonster to 
your weekend Tremont warrior. 
Since closing his former location on 
Kenilworth in Tremont in 2014 and taking 
a break before opening up again, Founder 
of Visible Voice Books, Dave Ferrante 
has successfully reinvented the book 
store and the space. Here he speaks on the 
building and the new business:
“We always had plans for this basement 
but weren’t sure we knew what we wanted 
to do because we wanted to make sure we 
got Crust up and running successfully and 
that we got the bookstore up and running 
successfully. We decided that we both 
like barbeque, and there are a lot of good 
barbeque places in Cleveland just not 
many that are close to here, so we decided 
to work off of the idea of doing something 
with a barbeque feel to it. At the tables we 
can fi t about 25 people. We are going to 
have stools around the entire bar with 
another 30 bar stools so we will be able 

but basically as we’re getting fi nished 
here everything we’re doing kind of sets 
the bar…If you’re in Tremont if you don’t 
do your food the right way, you don’t give 
the right aesthetics, you’re not going to 
make it down here. The proof is actually 
what we are trying to establish. We want 
to give everyone a nice vibe, a good feel 
and make sure the food defi nitely takes 
care of everything else.” 
The basement barbeque boasts of 
wood ceilings and sleek benches which 
boarder the quaint restaurant and provide 
additional seating. Adorning one corner, 
pieces-parts from Ohio Trolley Company 
have been fashioned into a double lamp, 
while melted glass ones hang suspended 
above and around the bar, creating a 
slick vibe for your cocktail hour while 
you devour food from Proof’s enticing 
menu. The bar itself is topped with quartz 
and underneath it is plated with wooden 
planks, capturing a look which is both 
clean and inviting. The walls present 
a postindustrial aesthetic, yet there is 
enough natural light coming in from the 
windows so as to not make the place not 
look dingy. 
Ferrante comments on Proof being 
housed in a basement: “It’s a basement, 
but really we are only four steps down off 
of Professor Avenue, and we’ve got the 
windows here to bring a lot of light in, so 
actually a lot of people look at it being a 
basement as a negative, but I think we’re 
actually able to turn it into a positive and 
give a whole different take. The word 
‘industrial’ is overused a lot…we are right 
next to the steel mill and a lot of these 
people who moved into the neighborhood 
originally were from Eastern Europe and 
all worked in the mill, and we defi nitely 
want to pay a bit of homage to everyone 
who worked in the mill.”
It shows character and consideration to 
meditate on the roots of the neighborhood 
while attempting to add fresh appeal with 
the new venture, which will no doubt 
prove to be another great addition to the 
slew of basement options on the street 
with Ginko (sushi restaurant) and Coda 

(music venue) a short fl ight of stairs off 
street-level right across Professor Ave. 
Architect Gary Fischer, whose Gary 
Fischer and Associates Architects Inc. has 
been responsible for fi rm management, 
design, and construction administration 
on numerous projects in Ohio including 
the Lorain County History Center, The 
Duane Building, Crop Bistro, Town Hall, 
and Strip Steak House to name a few, 
gives his word on the Proof venture and 
the design of the place:
“It was kind of a partnership of everybody 
involved not only coming up with the 
décor but how to recreate this space and 
not make it feel like a basement and let 
it feel cozy and comfortable, so we tried 
to do some things with a lot of texture…
these walls were a stucco, concrete block 
when we got in here, so we added the 
masonry to warm the place up. Some of 
the cus tom l igh t  fi xtures are a kind 
of nod to the mill (steel mill). And you 
will see the artwork here eventually, 
which will be a further nod to Cleveland’s 
industrial base. The light fi xtures over the 
bar have that molten steel feel. Denise 
Nickel from Global Custom Furniture is 
doing all the art, the furniture and wood 
tables, and the bar stools [and has] done 
a lot around Cleveland, really some 
award-winning stuff. When you are doing 
a restaurant, you have to have people 
feel that the environment is comfortable 
because they can choose to go anywhere. 
You want them to choose your place.” 
Giving a nod to Proof Chef and owner of 
Crust, Mike Griffi n, Fischer concludes, 
“We can make it look nice, but you have 
to make it taste good.”
Griffi n elaborates on the food and his 
vision:
“We used the Mable’s brisket as a 
starting point, so we defi nitely go off of 
his [Michael Symon’s] brisket. He’s still 
doing it right down there; he’s smoking it, 
he’s got three chefs ,and they’re coming in 
at midnight, and their reloading the wood. 
You have to smoke every day. You can’t 
use brisket the next day, so what we fi gure 
is Crust will be selling a lot of brisket 
pizza. It’s going right upstairs, which 
is the backup plan. We are thinking of 
being open every day but Monday. We’re 
playing around with the idea of a Sunday 
brunch. We have the patio out front that 
will be here, but we are going to also have 
a 100 plus patio out back…we are going to 
have a full service bar back there, TV, and 
heaters. You will get service from outside. 
There will be about a 12-person bar…
we put a 400 pound capacity smoker out 
back that’s a Southern Pride. It’s perfect; 
we love it. It gets the job done. We’ve got 
5 sauces. We’ve got a cherry-bourbon 
sauce, so we’ve got about a half bottle of 
Bulleit bourbon in there and 5 pounds of 
cherries, and then we boil it down. We’ve 
got a Kansas City one, a spicy Carolina, 
Texas-style…this is the fun part, we test, 
we eat, we test, we eat.”
Proof Bar-BQ and Cocktails plans to open 
somewhere between the 17th and the 20th 

Proof opened its doors recently to a small, invitation-only group, to introduce a sampling of the 
Southern and Texas-style smoked delights slated to be on the menu in mid-March.
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Michael Griffi  n behind the basement bar of Proof.
Photo by Shawn Mishak

of March. 
They will be pumping out 
updates on social media 
and on their website:
proofcleveland.com 
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ProofCleveland/

to fi t about 60 to 65 
people in this place. 
We’ve got 25 parking 
spots out there, so this 
helps a lot…We’ve got 
a building here that 
we are packing a lot 
of power into; we’ve 
got a pizza place on 
the fi rst fl oor, we’ve 
got a book store on the 
second fl oor, and now 
you’ve got a barbeque 
place down here.”
The basement bar thing 

is not a new concept 
as one can duck 
into any number of 
them in some larger 
metropolises like 
New York or Seattle. 
Walking down the 
street it would not be 
uncommon to duck 
into a basement bar 
which only serves 
Belgian beers or 
scoring a half-priced 
pickle shot deal at an 
underground oasis in 
Astoria. What of the 
name, “Proof?”
Ferrante continues:
“We took this name 
‘Proof,’ and we really 
weren’t sure where 
this name was going…



Ukrainian Museum and Archive's 
26th Annual Easter Bazaar
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by Andrew Fedynsky
For the past quarter century, the Ukrainian 
Museum-Archives (UMA) in Tremont 
has been holding an Easter Bazaar where 
we share ancient tra ditions, display up 
to a thousand decorated eggs (pysanky), 
conduct workshops demonstrating how 
to create one of your own, and hopefully 
make a few dollars from sales to help the 
UMA continue its mission locally and 
globally to preserve and share Ukrainian 
culture and the immigrant experience.  
The UMA, located on Kenilworth Avenue 
on the north side of Lincoln Park, was 
founded in Tremont in 1952 and has 
been here ever since.  In 1994, Christine 
Fedynsky, a transplanted Chicagoan, 
organized the fi rst bazaar to showcase 
Ukrainian folk art and raise a few funds 
for the UMA.  Since then, the bazaar 
has grown to nearly a month-long event 
with workshops, video-presentations, 
lectures, displays, and sales.  UMA Gift 
Shop Manager and Bazaar Coordinator 
Walter and Slavka Ciszkewycz draw 
on the talents of artists in the Cleveland 
area, the U.S., Canada, and Ukraine to 
present a dazzling selection of pysanky 
and related materials.  The UMA Bazaar 
attracts visitors from all corners of Ohio 
and Western Pennsylvania and as near as 
Tremont Montessori School just a couple 
blocks away.  
As Director, I have a number of cute 
memories of the latter:  twenty-plus fi ve 
and six year-olds often come on a fi eld 
trip to the UMA to see the Easter eggs.  
We have hundreds and hundreds of them 
(pysanky) arranged on tables for people 

to see and, we always hope, to select and 
purchase for their Easter baskets or a 
mantle back home. That’s the fundraiser 
part of our annual Bazaar.  But we’re fi rst 
and foremost a museum, and we take 
seriously our mission to exhibit and share.  
So they we are:  two dozen fi dgety 
children amidst fi fty dozen fragile eggs.  
And me nervous as all get-out.  
“Welcome boys and girls,” I’d say, 
immediately warning them to keep their 
arms to their sides and admonishing them 
not to touch anything.  The teachers could 
not be more helpful and vigilant.  But 
still….  So cupping a decorated egg in my 
palm, I let each student in turn take a look.  
“Isn’t that pretty?” I would ask and would 
be rewarded with smiles and nods.  
“Do you know where we get these eggs?” 
I’d ask.  Answering my own question I’d 
day, “Ukrainian chickens lay eggs like 
this.”  The boys and girls invariably nod.  
Magic, of course.
“Raise your hand if you think that’s true?” 
I’d ask, and nearly all of them would 
respond positively with the exception of a 
few whose faces signaled doubt. “Well,” 
I confessed, “Ukrainian chickens are no 
different than chickens everywhere,” and 
then one of our resident artists would 
proceed to show and tell the children how 
the Easter eggs are actually created.
They’re not painted.  That’s a common 
misconception; no, they’re written. Their 
name in Ukrainian—“pysanky”—comes 
from the verb “to write.”  The origins of 
this timeless craft are paradoxically lost in 
time. We know that this ancient craft has 
always been associated with spring when 
barren winter and darkness give way 
each day to budding life and sunshine.  
Thousands of years ago, people in what 
is now Ukraine established the world’s 
fi rst farming communities, in the process 
domesticating chickens and other fowl.  
To pass the time during winter and prepare 
for the renewal of fertility in the spring 
which they hoped would be rewarded 
with bountiful harvests in the fall, the 
ancient farmers decorated eggs with 
geometric patterns, fl owers, wheat shafts, 
depictions of livestock, and expressions 
of love and devotion. So in a way, the 
children from Tremont Montessori were 
right—the decorated eggs are talismans, 
magical objects designed to bring bounty, 
prosperity, and love.  To create a pysanka, 
ancient Ukrainians crafted a stylus out of 
bone—hollowed out cone-like at one end 

narrowing down to a small aperture at the 
other.  Into one end, they scraped beeswax 
which was heated over a candle until the 
wax became viscous enough to fl ow to the 
narrow end where the artist would “write” 
a pattern/decoration onto an egg. The wax 
would harden, setting the pattern.  The 
artist then dipped the egg in a solution 
of dye made of berries, bark, and leaves, 
repeating the process of “writing” a pattern 
with wax and exposing the egg to another 
immersion in dye for each subsequent color 
until the fi nal product emerged.
Today, chemical dyes have replaced 
natural ones and sophisticated styluses 
(kistka, from the Ukrainian word for 
“bone”) of various sizes, some even 
electric, facilitate lines of various widths.  
More than a thousand years ago, Ukraine’s 
capital Kyiv, ruled over a vast trading 
empire encompassing much of today’s 
Russia, Belorus, and, of course, Ukraine 
itself.  In 988, the ruler of the Kyivan 
Rus Empire accepted Christianity, and 
hundreds of iconic onion-domed churches 
sprang up.  As for the ancient pysanka art 
form, that adapted itself accordingly and 
new patterns incorporating the cross, the 
tears of the Virgin Mary, invocation of 
resurrection were introduced to go along 
with symbols from millennia ago.   
The UMA Easter Bazaar, now in its 26th 
year, has become a Cleveland tradition.  
We sponsor workshops starting in mid-
March with instruction on how to craft 
your own pysanky.  UMA Resident 
Artists, Linda Hupert, Anastasia Koval 
and others have been teaching for years 
with hundreds now having taken their 
classes.  Our lineup for this year:

“Pysanky” Making Workshops:                                                                                                    
(Friday classes are 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
Saturday, 10:00 am to noon or 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
•  Friday, March 13th and Saturday March 14th
•  Friday, March 20th and Saturday March 21st
•  Friday, March 27th and Saturday March 28th
•  Friday, April 3rd and Saturday April 4th
Class fee: $20—advance registration 
only at 216 781-4329 or 
staff @umacleveland.org
Cost includes a kistka/stylus and a pure 
beeswax cube 
Bazaar with displays, video 
demonstrations, and sales of Pysanky, 
supplies, and artwork

•  Friday, March 27th, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
•  Saturday, March 28th, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
•  Sunday, March 29th, 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.
•  Monday, March 30th to Thursday, April 2nd, 
12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.
•  Friday, April 3rd, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
•  Saturday, April 4th, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
•  Monday, April 13th (Dyngus Day) 12:00 
noon to 5:00 p.m.
Please join us at the UMA for our Easter 
Bazaar as we renew this Cleveland 
tradition for the 26th year in a row.  As for 
the children from Tremont Montessori, 
not a single egg has been broken in all the 
years they’ve been at the UMA.  (Knock 
on wood…)  And by the way, we also 
have carved wooden and painted pysanky 
on sale which we allow the children to 
handle.

“Pysanky” Making Workshops: classes are 6:00 to 8:00 pm on Fridays,  and 
10:00 am to noon or 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm on Saturdays at the UMA.

Photo by Doug Turrington
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MC2STEM 10th Grade Will Relocate to Tri-C Metro Campus

CMSD NEWS BUREAU

MC² STEM High School’s 10th grade 
program will move from GE Lighting’s 
Nela Park facility to Cuyahoga 
Community College’s Metro Campus 
this summer.
Relocating from GE to Tri-
C’s Manufacturing Technology Center 
will introduce about 100 Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District 10th 
graders per year to the feel of a 
college campus while providing them 
with easy access to Tri-C courses and 
programs like robotics. And they can 
study on a two-year college campus 
before transitioning to a four-year 
campus at Cleveland State University 
in their junior year.
The move also will put all three MC² 
STEM High School sites in central 
locations in or near downtown. Ninth 
graders are housed at the Great Lakes 

Science Center, while 11th- and 
12th-graders are based at Cleveland 
State University.
Tri-C is a top choice of CMSD 
graduates who head on to college. 
Even before graduating, many 
students earn credit there through the 
High Tech Academy program or the 
state dual-enrollment College Credit 
Plus program.
“Hosting MC² STEM High School 
allows the college to expand its 
already strong relationship with 
CMSD,” Tri-C President Alex 
Johnson said. “Our goal is to 
help these students build a solid 
foundation for success while opening 
pathways to future opportunities.”
MC² STEM got its start 11 years ago 
at Nela Park, becoming the only high 
school in the country to be housed at 
a Fortune 500 company.

...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org
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 CMSD NEWS BUREAU Neighborhood Cork Board

Eighth Graders Build Motorcycles, Try out Max Hayes
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US Census Director 
Visits Wade Park School
CMSD NEWS BUREAU
U.S. Census Bureau Director Ste-ven Dillingham teamed up with Wade Park School students on Fri-day to emphasize the importance of everyone being counted in the 2020 Census.   
The Cleveland area has been one the most undercounted for young children in the nation. That can reduce the amount of funding that CMSD and other agencies receive from programs based on popula-tion.  

Dillingham read a book, “Every-one Counts,” to students in kinder-garten and third grade. 
“We count who lives behind your front door, even cousins or uncles up on the third fl oor,” he read.  
Earlier, the children sang the 2020 Census song, also titled “Everyone Counts.” The lyrics read, in part, “Everyone counts in the U.S. of A., everyone counts in their own spe-cial way,” and “Counting is easy. Counting is fun."

ADVERTISEMENT
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State honors Clark 

School with Two Awards

CMSD NEWS BUREAU

The Ohio Board of Education has present-

ed Clark PreK-8 School with two awards – 

one for earning an overall grade of A on its 

most recent state report card and another 

for showing signifi cant achievement while 

educating a large number of economically 

disadvantaged children.

To qualify as a High Progress School of 

Honor, Clark had to demonstrate high pro-

fi ciency rates, sustained over fi ve years, in 

a school where at least 40 percent of the 

students are economically disadvantaged.

CMSD’s Paul L. Dunbar PreK-8 School 

also earned the High Progress award.

Dunbar was one of seven District schools 

to receive Momentum Awards for growth 

that exceeded expectations. The others 

were Glenville High School, Cleveland 

High School for Digital Arts and Rhodes 

College and Career Academy and three 

PreK-8 schools: Clara Westropp, George 

Washington Carver and Miles.

To learn more about state awards and fi nd 

lists of winners in Cuyahoga County and 

across Ohio, visit education.ohio.gov/

Topics/District-and-School-Continuous-

Improvement/Awards-and-Recognition.

...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org

Hayes, which, in addition to 
automotive-related specialties 
include machining, welding, 
engineering and design, 
and building and property 
maintenance.
“People with these skills are in 
high demand,” Patterson said. 
“Baby Boomers are retiring, 
and younger people don’t 
have the training. High-wage 
careers that Boomers were very 
successful in are wide open 
again.”
Motogo, a nonprofi t whose 
stated mission is to “Bring 
Back Shop Class,” works with 
the students on Thursdays in 
two-hours shifts – one group 
in the morning, another in the 
afternoon. The visits began at 
the start of the school year’s 
second quarter and will run 
through the third quarter, which 
ends March 6.
Motogo’s founders, Brian 
Schaffran and Molly Vaughan, 
former high school teachers, 
also started Skidmark Garage, 
a community garage where 

and discovering that it is OK to fail.
“At fi rst, some of them didn’t even know 
how to hold a screwdriver,” he said. “Now 
they walk right over to the bike, get out the 
manual and the needed tools and get after 
it. They’re fi guring it out.”
In recruiting students, Patterson purposely 
reached beyond nearby schools that 
typically serve as feeders for Max 
Hayes. He ended up with kids from 
Alfred A. Benesch, Anton Grdina, Bolton 
and Marion-Sterling on the East Side 
and Almira, Benjamin Franklin Clara 
Westropp, James A. Garfi eld and Riverside 
on the West Side.
Alan, who attends Clara Westropp, and 
David, a student at Anton Grdina, said 
Max Hayes is among options they are 
considering. Alan said it fi ts with his 
interest in engineering, while David said 
this initial exposure to mechanical work 
has him thinking about it as a potential 
career.
“I enjoy it; it’s fun,” David said. “I like 
putting things together. I like taking down 
things.”
Patterson hopes the eighth graders will 
promote Max Hayes at their schools. He 
said he talks up the high school when the 
kids visit but doesn’t have to work very 
hard at it.
“Of the 23, at least 19 have expressed 
interest in coming here, and not because 
we asked,” he said. “This program is 
selling itself.”
Have a story idea for the CMSD News 
Bureau? Email it to 
newstips@clevelandmetroschools.org.

career-technical education – for example, 
measuring the cubic centimeters in an 
engine or calculating torque value.
But Principal Derek Patterson also 
conceived this as a way to market his 
career-tech showplace and its hands-on 
learning to a broader audience. He plans to 
eventually introduce similar experiences 
to highlight other pathways at Max 

CMSD News Bureau
Once a week, eighth graders from across 
the District travel to Max S. Hayes High 
School and work in teams to rebuild 
motorcycles.
They are also trying out Max Hayes.
The 23 students who come by yellow 
bus and vans are on fi eld trips. They 
learn academic concepts embedded in 

people can work on their motorcycles with 
tools provided by Skidmark.
Motogo has been guiding the eighth 
graders as they break down, repair and 
rebuild donated motorcycles. Schaffran 
said the kids are not only picking up 
mechanical skills, they are also developing 
confi dence, learning to work as a team 
with students they didn’t previously know 

Motogo has been guiding Max Hayes High School eighth graders as they break 
down, repair, and rebuild donated motorcycles.

Photo by CMSD NEWS BUREAU
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The Lollipop Lady
Tr e mont  C ro s s i ng  G u a rd  C a rol  P r u s a k 

by Bruce Checefsky

Carol Prusak is a longtime Tremont resident 
and a school crossing guard on the corner 
of Professor Ave. and College Ave., near 
St. John Cantius Church. Prusak graduated 
from Baldwin Wallace College with a BA 
in psychology. She has two grown children, 
both VPs of major companies. She was 
born in Tremont and her family has lived in 
the neighborhood for more than 100 years. 
Lollipop lady/man is a British term used 
to describe a crossing guard, crosswalk 
attendant, or school road patrol and is a traffi c 
management volunteer who is normally 
stationed on busy roadways to aid pedestrians.

Bruce: 
Tell me about yourself.
Carol: 
I was born in the Tremont neighborhood in the 
same house that my grandparents bought and 
lived in over 100 years ago. We moved into 
a home across the street after I got married. 
My grandfather’s family owned a funeral 
home, and when kids we loved going to the 
funerals because the home was magnifi cent. 
We slid down the banisters, and my sister 
remembers swinging on the massive gates. 
We weren’t afraid of dead bodies; it was 
normal, just another dead relative.  My uncle 
was a caretaker at Lincoln Park, trimming the 
bushes and things like that. They’re used to be 
a fountain in the middle of the park.
Bruce:
You’re very involved with St. John Cantius 
Church.
Carol:
Yes, I am, ever since Pastor James Roach 
arrived a few years ago. He’s been a breath of 
fresh air, cleaned up the church, and brought 
something we didn’t have before. He brought 
some life back into the church. I don’t know 
if it’s because of his youth or his ideas, but 
when I talk to people, they say, ‘I’m coming 

here because of his sermons’. One guy told me 
that he was a true Roman Catholic because he 
roamed all over looking for a church. I thought 
that was funny. Father Roach not only teaches 
about God and the Gospel, but he explains 
why things happen. There’s no doom and 
gloom in his sermons but you know, when 
he speaks, the Holy Spirit is there, and you 
feel something because he tells it in common 
language, words everyone can take into their 
daily life. 
Bruce:
Did your father work in the neighborhood?
Carol:
My father worked for Midland Steel or 
whatever it was back then. I remember him 
coming home and whistling when he walked 
up the stairs. Every single day, it would always 
be, “Up on the house top, click, click, click. 
Down through the chimney…” and, as I say 
it, I can still hear and see him coming home. 
I was always excited to hear him. All of our 
celebrations were at St. John Cantius, whether 
a death, birth, prom, or funeral, it always took 
place there. God wants us to celebrate, and 
that’s what we did. It was a happy house. My 
mother lived to be 102 years old and always 
said that we never had something bad happen 
in the house except when my father died from 
an aneurysm when he was 72.
Bruce:
When did the Tremont neighborhood begin 
to change?
Carol:
In the 1970s, it was pretty seedy and scary 
back then.  But before the 70s you could walk 
through the neighborhood. Everybody knew 
everybody else; it was safe. 
Bruce:
Do you want to talk about property tax 
abatements?
Carol:
Don’t get me started. We have two new 
apartment buildings coming on line. The 

Tinnerman Lofts and Market Square project 
across the West Side Market, both with 30-
year tax abatements. This place is saturated. 
Where are the people coming from? There are 
not enough jobs in Cleveland. You got me on a 
roll. The county promised us LOOP (Longtime 
Owner Occupants Program) legislation, and 
now they’re raising our homeowner taxes 
during the primary elections in March, hoping 
nobody comes out to vote.
Bruce:
Did your property taxes change?
Carol:
My taxes went up. My $42,000 home 
was assessed at $129,000. I appealed and 
it went down, but they want our homes 
and our property. They want us out of the 
neighborhood. 
Bruce:
Who looks good to you in the presidential 
race?
Carol:
I’m still out as to who I want to vote for. I 
really like Buttigieg, but he’s so young and 
inexperienced. But so is Trump. Why can’t we 
get younger new blood in? John Kennedy was 
43 when he took offi ce; Pete is 38. Everybody 
is better educated now. Buttigieg can speak 
six different languages, he’s been overseas, 
and speaks well. The only thing I worry about 
is the fi rst lady. He’s married, so it would be 
the fi rst man. I’m sad about Biden trailing in 
the polls. I don’t like Warren; she sounds like 
an old lady. I’m waiting to see who’s the last 
candidates standing.
Bruce:
What about Mike Bloomberg?
Carol:
I like him. He’s been with every party but the 
Green Party. My dad always said, “Vote for the 
man or woman, not the party. Learn their bio 
and history, and then decide.” I have friends 
that won’t vote because they think their vote 
doesn’t mean anything. People die in other 

countries to cast a vote, and they’re not 
going to vote? Look at the woman’s suffrage 
movement. That wasn’t so long ago. I was told 
to stay out of politics a few days ago. I was 
appalled. We fought for this. I’m an American 
citizen. I told them that they don’t know what 
they’re talking about. I want our government 
to be our government. I feel like standing up 
and singing ‘God Bless America.’ I love our 
country.
Bruce:
How did you get involved with school guard 
crossing?
Carol:
I just called up the councilman and told him 
that I wanted to give back to the community. 
The police are taking care of us every single 
day; the fi reman does things like aluminum 
can drives for burn victims. This was a place 
where I could help the community. I love the 
kids.
Bruce:
What surprises you most about being a 
school crossing guard?
Carol:
I’m not afraid of standing in the middle of the 
street. My uniform and stop sign are like my 
shields. I almost got run over twice. One guy 
came right at me driving about 20 miles an 
hour, but I stood there like a deer in headlights 
and wouldn’t move. He swerved to avoid 
hitting me. I get all kinds of obscene gestures 
when I ask people to slow down. If a child 
gets hurt two families suffer:  the child who 
got hurt and their family, and the family who 
hit the child. That’s what I say to people when 
I ask them to show down. I’ve meet some 
wonderful people as a school crossing guard. I 
just love the kids. I learn so much from them. 
It’s really a privilege. In the three years that 
I’ve been a crossing guard I’ve missed only 
one day.

Carol Prusak, Tremont Crossing Guard
Photo courtesy of Carol Prusak
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The Tremonster is a newspaper by and 
for the neighborhood of Tremont in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  A Tremonster is anyone 
who loves our shared neighborhood of 
Tremont.  Any Tremonster may submit 
materials for consideration by the end of 
each month to:

Rich Weiss
Publisher
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Mascot: Abbey
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scottradke.com
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PO Box 6161, Cleveland, OH 44101
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Every Friday from Feb 28 through April 3:
SOKOLOWSKI'S LENTEN FISH FRY

*Beer battered cod and fi sh specials
*Potato soup and potato pancakes!

*Bar is open for drink specials
*Try our signature drink, "The Polish Flag"

*Try our new drink special, "The Clarksville"
(Closed 4/10–4/12/20 for Good Friday, Sat, & Easter Sunday)

*Jimmy K Band returns on Dyngus Day, April 13!

1201 University Rd. Cleveland, OH, 44113
216.771.9236

Every Friday from Feb 28 through April 3:

Carpenter's Union Pickets Lincoln 
Heights TAPPAN Development

 by Bruce Checefsky
Josh Rosen and Don Crane disagree on 
several issues when it comes to hiring 
local contractors for large-scale residential 
projects in Cleveland, but the right to 
protest isn’t one of them. The Tappan on 
Scranton Avenue is a good example.
Several weeks ago, a small group of union 
protesters were marching back and forth in 
front of The Tappan chanting and carrying 
signs that called out HSH Drywall, LLC, 
for what the union believes is unfair pay 
to area standards or economic conditions. 
Don Crane, Director of the Indiana/
Kentucky/Ohio Regional Council of 
Carpenters, Ohio Millwright Local 1090, 
explained.
“On this project we found HSH is not 
paying an area standard of living, one 
that people in Cleveland could use to 
buy a home or put their children through 
college,” Crane said. “Area standard is 
a living wage, which includes health 
insurance. HSH does not have a history of 
providing these things.”
The protestors arrived by van every 
morning at 9AM and were gone by 12PM. 
As the days went by, the noise grew 
louder, and several complaints were fi led 
by local residents. Notices were sent to 
Councilman McCormack, but the protests 
continued.
Josh Rosen, a partner in Sustainable 
Community Associates, developers of 
the mixed-use, mixed-income project, 

to take advantage of local union 
contractors and the apprentice schools 
and provide opportunities for the youth 
or journey people who live in the 
neighborhood so that they could buy a 
car or make improvements to their homes 
and become a productive member of the 
community rather than take the paycheck 
and leave the region.
“This could have provided so many 
opportunities for local 
people and they chose to 
import the workers,” Crane 
said.
When The Tremonster
reached out to Rosen and 
Crane for a follow-up a few 
days after protestors were 
gone, both parties agreed 
to disagree. No discussions 
or negotiations have since 
taken place. Rosen replied, 
“Crane understands why 
we didn’t select a fi rm from 
his union. He had meetings 
with our General Contractor 
during bid time to explain 
the situation and what if 

expressed his concern 
that the issue got blown 
out of proportion. 
In a request by The 
Tremonster for a 
comment, Rosen replied 
by email, “Our site is 
a majority union, over 
80%. A very few trades 
are non-union. We have 
agreed and exceeded a 
minimum 15% minority 
subcontracting. 8% 
certifi ed Small Business 
Subcontracting and 
7% Female Business 
Subcontracting for the 
project. We also have far 
exceeded a minimum of 
20% of all Construction 
Workers Hours being 
performed by Cleveland 
Residents. And we have 
minimum of 4% of the 
Residential Construction 
Workers Horus will 
be reformed by Low 
Income Persons.” 
Crane wasn’t impressed 
by the numbers. He 
would like Sustainable 
Community Associates 

anything he could do about it,” he said, 
declining to disclose those conversations 
at this time.
Crane, for his part, said they weren’t done 
yet. “When we comeback it will be a little 
different but loud and clear.”

A small group of union protesters were marching back and forth in front of The Tappan, 
chanting, and carrying signs that called out HSH Drywall, LLC, for what the union believes 
is unfair pay to area standards or economic conditions.

Photo by The Tremonster
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A CMSD Communications Publication

ChooseCMSD.org  |  216.838.3675

FREE college and trade school
tuition scholarships for four-year CMSD grads!

SayYesCleveland.org

CHOOSING THE RIGHT HIGH SCHOOL
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP 
YOU CAN TAKE FOR YOUR FUTURE

CHOOSE NOW.
CHOOSE CMSD.

C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T
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